Week Ending Friday, July 21, 2000

Statement on Senate Action on
Legislation To Provide Permanent
Funding To Protect Critical Lands

July 14, 2000

I am pleased that a bipartisan agreement
was reached today in the Senate on legisla-
tion to provide permanent funding to protect
critical lands across America. We have before
us an historic opportunity to build a truly en-
during conservation endowment. I commend
Senator Bingaman and Senator Murkowski
for their leadership in moving us closer to
that goal. I am committed to working with
Congress in the bipartisan spirit reflected in
today’s agreement so that future generations
will have the resources to protect precious
lands, from city parks to threatened farmland
to our grandest natural treasures.

NotE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Foreign
Operations Appropriations
Legislation

July 14, 2000

Yesterday the House of Representatives
passed a foreign operations bill which in-
cludes certain positive elements but is none-
theless deeply flawed. I am pleased that
members of both parties joined together to
support debt relief for the poorest of the poor
nations, as illustrated by the vote on Rep-
resentative Maxine Waters amendment.
While this is an encouraging step, I urge
Congress to build on this support by fully
funding my request for debt reduction to
fully implement the landmark Cologne debt
initiative. I am also pleased that a majority
in the House supports our efforts to halt the
global spread of AIDS. In Africa, AIDS is
a leading cause of death and is undermining

decades of effort to reduce mortality, im-
prove health, expand educational opportuni-
ties, and lift people out of poverty.

However, it is unfortunate and unaccept-
able that this bill fails to provide the re-
sources necessary to support our efforts to
keep building peace and stability around the
world. The House bill imposes deep, unten-
able cuts to U.S. contributions to multilateral
development banks, including the Inter-
national Development Association which
provides loans for the world’s neediest coun-
tries in areas like health, clean water supplies,
education, and other infrastructure needed
for lasting poverty reduction. It is counter-
productive to slash development loans that
are aimed at lifting the world’s poorest na-
tions from poverty, as they reform their social
and economic policies, while providing debt
relief to these same nations for the same pur-
pose. To do so undermines efforts to lift
these countries from deepest poverty and
sends them in the wrong direction just when
they are working to reverse the devastating
spread of AIDS among their people. This bill
also denies funding for other multilateral de-
velopment banks, including draining re-
sources from efforts to encourage developing
nations to promote sound environmental pol-
icy. We must support the efforts of multilat-
eral development banks, and we must fully
fund our obligation to debt relief for the
world’s poorest nations.

This bill includes deep cuts in military as-
sistance for nations working with the United
States to advance stability; in particular, it
would drain essential funds necessary to sup-
port Mid-East peace. It also cuts funding
from the Ex-Im bank which supports the ex-
port of American products overseas.

Support for combating terrorism and nu-
clear proliferation is inadequate. This bill
fails to provide sufficient resources for work
with scientists of other nations to reduce the
threat of nuclear proliferation, and it denies
funds to an administration initiative for anti-
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terrorism security training. By significantly
cutting my request for funds to support East-
ern Europe and voluntary peacekeeping, the
bill also fails to provide the resources needed
to implement a lasting peace in Kosovo and
the Balkans and to bring our troops home
from that region as quickly as possible.

In addition, Congress should not maintain
the unnecessary restrictions on international
family planning. We should not impose limi-
tations on foreign nongovernmental organi-
zations’ use of their own money or their abil-
ity to participate in the democratic process
in their own country. The bill also fails to
provide sufficient funding for international
family planning and other USAID develop-
ment activities, thereby inhibiting our efforts
to increase development assistance to Africa
and Latin America. As this bill moves for-
ward, I call on Congress to address the nu-
merous and serious problems in it and to
produce a foreign operations bill T can sign.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7330—Captive Nations
Week, 2000
July 14, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

When President Eisenhower signed the
first Captive Nations Week Proclamation in
1959, the fate of freedom around the world
was still far from certain. While the United
States and our Allies had defeated Adolf
Hitler and the Axis Powers in World War
I1, a partitioned Berlin stood as a bleak sym-
bol of a divided Europe, and millions
throughout Asia, Africa, and South America
continued to suffer under communist and au-
thoritarian regimes.

Today, as we embark on a new century,
democracy is on the rise across the globe.
More than half the world’s people live under
governments of their own choosing. The Iron
Curtain has been lifted, allowing the light of
liberty into the nations of Central and East-
ern Europe. Democratic rule has swept
through the countries of Latin America, re-
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placing abusive military regimes with elected
civilian governments. And in Africa and Asia,
many nations have finally gained independ-
ence.

This rising tide of freedom is no accident
of history; it was achieved through the cour-
age, determination, and sacrifice of millions
of men and women here in America and in
captive nations around the world. Whether
speaking out in the halls of the United Na-
tions for those silenced by oppressive re-
gimes, standing guard through frigid nights
on the DMZ in Korea, or sharing the fruits
of liberty through the Peace Corps, genera-
tions of Americans have made sure that our
country is an ally and source of hope for all
people yearning for freedom and dignity.
Around the globe, freedom-loving people
have risked and often sacrificed their lives
to end oppression, whether uniting against
tyranny through the Solidarity movement in
Poland or defying intimidation and violence
to vote in free elections in El Salvador and
Nicaragua.

The tide keeps turning toward democracy,
human rights, and free market economies.
Yet there remain tyrants who use brutality,
ethnic cleansing, guns, and prisons to silence
voices of reason and tolerance within their
countries. As a Nation born of the ideals of
freedom, justice, and human dignity, Amer-
ica has a solemn obligation to continue
speaking out on behalf of these still-captive
nations and their people and lend them our
support. We draw strength for this task from
the knowledge that our cause is right and
inspiration from the people of former captive
nations who are flourishing today.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
a proclamation designating the third week in
July of each year as “Captive Nations Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clin-
ton,President of the United States of Amer-
ica, do hereby proclaim July 16 through July
22, 2000, as Captive Nations Week. I call
upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities and to rededicate ourselves to
the principles of freedom, human rights, and
self-determination for all the peoples of the
world.



